Two new bigenerics from the past by Derek Butcher Dec 2009.

This all started when Mike Andreas said he was growing Nidularium ‘Degeneum’ that he had obtained from Pineapple Place Nursery in Florida some years ago. This got me wondering because Elton Leme mentioned it in his book ‘Nidularium Broms of Atl. Forest. 183. 2000’, see below:

“38. Nidularium X digeneum Beck,Wien. Ill. Gartenzeit. 43:121, pl. 1. 1893; "Nidularium digeneum".  

When Beck (1893) described Nidularium digeneum, he considered it to be a hybrid of N. innocentii and N. fulgens (Bromelia nitens). However, the morphological traits revealed by the plate that is part  of the protologue, that is, slender inflorescence with few flowers (the basal fascicle has only two flowers), spineless floral bracts, flowers long-pedicellate, petals not cucullate and stigma exceeding corolla length, suggest that this is a bigeneric hybrid.”

The decision that Bromelia nitens was a synonym of Nidularium fulgens was made by Mez but all the citations he gave, lead nowhere and it appears that B. nitens was a nurseryman’s name and never described. Leme’s findings suggest that one of the parents was another genus and one that fits the bill is what was known then as Aregelia with its pedicellate flowers.

Luck? Coincidence? I don’t know but let us look to see what Mez in Das Pflanzenreich 1935 had to say on a different bigeneric. 

“Nidularium Chantrieri Ed. Andre in Rev. Hortic. LXVII. (1895) 452, c. tab. 

Nidularium Innocentii x fulgens is declared there as a hybrid; the form of the flower does not seem to agree with this interpretation and reminds one that one parent is Aregelia. The one of the parents of the plant is likely A. Carolinae; as the other is likely to be Nidularium Innocentii. - I cultivate this form; it has not yet flowered up to now.”
 

I have had the illustration of ‘Chantrieri’ for many years and just considered the open flowers artistic licence but only recently Leo Dijkgraaf has been able to supply me with the actual protologue. This was period when the Nidularioids were in turmoil but the description certainly puts a different light as to what this hybrid was all about. Andre did not do the hybrid and only saw a painting of it. The hybrid was actually done for the Chantrier brothers so the true identity of either parent could easily be in doubt. Also the seed parent was N. fulgens! The description easily fits what we know today as xNiduregelia.

The bad boy here is Nidularium fulgens and in the market place could there have been two forms with the same name, one an Aregelia and the other a Nidularium. We will never find out but the evidence is strong that both these old hybrids are xNiduregelia
Bigenerics or nothogenera have only been a recent innovation with the first one coined in 1931 a xVrieslandsia which Mez ignored in his work in 1935. It was only with the formation of the BSI in 1950 that more were seen. The pedant in me suggests that the xNiduregelia ‘Degeneum’ could well have a nothogenus name including Bromelia and yet Bromelia has not, as yet, featured in a bigeneric hybrid! But commonsense prevails! 

AND now for the crunch. What do we do with plants being grown under these names especially when then don’t flower like a xNiduregelia? Clearly they were given these names when hybridists thought they were doing a remake using the ‘same’ parentage as quoted! The only solution is to treat them as being Nidularium ‘Madame Robert Morobe’ which we already know is a dog’s breakfast! Why? Because it is the only one left with a quoted parentage of  N. innocentii and N. fulgens!!
Nidularium ‘Chantrieri’ Andre Rev. Hortic. LXVII. 452, c. tab. (1895)

Le genre Nidularium de Lemaire, que MM. Bentham et Hooker [ Gen. pl. III, p. 600] ont emmerge dans les Karatas (en y comprenant les Regelia, Lem.) s’est beaucoup augmente par les especes decrites et introduites dans les cultures depuis une douzaine d’annees. De dix especes que le genre Karatas renfermait en tout vers 1883, il a ete porte a trente-six especes par Baker en 1889 [Handb. of Bromel. p1-12] et certainement on en trouvera d’autres types nouveaux dans la Monographie generale des Bromeliacees que prepare le docteur Mez.

De plus, les cultures se sont enrichies depuis quelque temps de plusieurs belles formes hybrides.

Pour les horticulteurs, il y a cependant une grande difference d’aspect entre les Karatas et les Nidularium. dans les premiers ils voient des grandes plantes a longues feuilles armees d’aiguillons feroces, se teintant parfois de rouge au moment de l’anthese, et des fruits bacciformes souvent gros et savoureux; dans les seconds se trouve une serie de plantes a feuilles rosulantes, en coup, dont le centre se pare des plus brillantes couleurs et dont les fleurs restent au fond de la coupe, comme cachees dans un nid (d’ou le nom donne au genre par Lemaire)

La premiere section ( Karatas) ne contient guere qu’une demi-douzaine d’especes; le reste (29) appartient aux Nidularium.

Ce genre vient de s’augmenter d’une charmante plante, le Nidularium Xchantrieri, obtenu par MM. Chantrier freres, horticulteurs a Mortefontaine (Oise).

Les parents ont ete le Nidularium fulgens feconde par le N. innocenti.

Le Nidularium fulgens, Lemaire, est une plante acaule, a feuilles rassemblees en courtes rosettes etalees, vert brillant ponctue de plus fonce, plus pales endessous, les centrales brillamment colorees de rouge ecarlate, a corolle violette avec tube blanc. Elle est originaire du Bresil meridional, d’ou Libon l’introduisit en 1841

Le Nidularium Innocenti, Lemaire, est une plante de meme taille, a feuilles fines et fermes, vert teinte de brun, surtout en-dessous, les centrales d’un rouge brillant, a fleurs blanches avec le tube vert. La plante est egalement originaire du sud du bresil, d’ou M. Pinel l’a introduite en France en 1854. Elle a ete dediee par Lemaire au marquis de Saint-Innocent, grand amateur de plantes, a Autun.

Le produit de ces deux belles especes fecondees entre elles a ete le superbe hybride dont nous  donnons aujourd’hui le portrait. Les caracteres des parents sont etroitement meles. Les feuilles, longues de 40 a 50cm, larges de 6 a 7 cm, garnie d’aiguillons peu rigides, sont en dessus d’un beau fonce lustre,  parseme de points noirs tres-intenses, et d’un violet tres-accuseen dessous, avec un lisere marginal violet pourpre. Les feuilles centrales ou bracteales prennent une teinte rouge vermillon extremement brillante, comme du sang arteriel, sur lequel se detachment les petites fleurs blanches tripetales qui sortent de ce nid de feuillage rutilant.

Le Nidularium Chantrieri a ete mis au commerce par MM. Chantrier. C’est la plus brillante forme de tous les Nidularium; elle est appelee a un grand avenir comme plante de serre et de marche

Ed. Andre

Translated by Butcher

The genus Nidularium of Lemaire, that Messrs Bentham and Hooker [ Gen. pl. III, P. 600] have immerged in  Karatas (while understanding  Regelia, Lem.) has been greatly increased by described species and introduced into cultivation for a dozen years. Ten species of the Karatas genus were known in around 1883, this opened to thirty-six species by the time of Baker in 1889 [Handb. Bromel of. p1-12] and certainly one will find some of other new species in the general Monograph of the Bromeliacees that Dr. Mez prepared. 

Besides, culture has become richer for some time with several beautiful shaped hybrids. 

For the horticulturist, there is a big difference of aspect between Karatas and Nidularium. In the first place they see some large plants with long leaves armed with ferocious spines, sometimes taking on a tinge of red at the time of the anthesis, and of the bacciform fruits  often thick and tasty; in the second there is a set of plants with rosulate leaves, in a cup, whose center decorates itself with the most brilliant colors and whose flowers remain in the bottom of the cup, as hidden in a nest (as the name given to the genus by Lemaire) 

The first section (Karatas) contains hardly only a half-a-dozen  species; the rest (29) belong in Nidularium. 

This genus has just been increased by a charming plant,  Nidularium Xchantrieri, obtained from Messrs, Chantrier Brothers, horticultists from Mortefontaine (Oise).

Parents were Nidularium fulgens fertilised by N. innocenti. 

Nidularium fulgens, Lemaire, is a stemless plant, with gathered leaves in spreading short rosette, bright green with dark blotches, more underneath the blades, the centre brilliantly coloured  scarlet red, has a purple corolla with white tube. It is from southern Brazil, from where Libon introduced it in 1841 

Nidularium Innocenti, Lemaire, is a plant of same size, with leaves fine and firm, green hue or brown, especially underneath, the centre of a bright red, has white flowers with the green tube. The plant is also from the south of Brazil, which Mr. Pinel introduced to France in 1854. It has been dedicated by Lemaire to the marquis of Saint - Innocent, a great lover of plants, near Autun. 

The product impregating these two beautiful species was the superb hybrid of which we give today the portrait. The characters of parents are mingled closely. The leaves,  40 to 50cm long, 6 to 7 cm wide, garnished with little rigid spines, overall with a dark green lustre, scattered with very intense black dots, and a very emphasized violet underneath, with a crimson purple marginal edging. The central leaves or bracteales take an extremely brilliant vermillion red hue, as in arterial blood, from which are  detached small white tripetalate flowers that leave this nest of foliage gleaming. 

Nidularium Chantrieri has been released to the trade by Messrs Chantrier. It is the most brilliant shape of all Nidularium; it is said to have a big future as a plant for greenhouse and market. 

Ed. Andre

Hybrids of Nidularinae by Dutrie in 1946 duly translated to English and in J. Brom. Soc. 38(1):20-21, etc. 1988

As great a seed producer as Leon Duval was, he seems to have neglected the hybridization of the "Nidularinees." He stated that the results were sometimes disappointing, the hybrids were not as good as the parents. That is, indeed, often the case in respect to some crosses such as Nidularium fulgens by N. innocentii of which many of the hybrids are inferior to the types. But it turns out that some are notable. For example:

• Nidularium x Chantrieri Andre, obtained by the famous seedsman M. J. Chan​trier of Mortefontaine, France, by crossing N. fulgens and innocentii. It is one of the most beautiful of the nidulariums. Leaves 30-35 cm long, 4 cm wide, lustrous green and dotted with black, violet underneath, bordered with purplish violet. The bracteate leaves, brilliantly vermilion along almost their entire length, contrast admirably with the dull background. The plant is not generous with seeds. I got some, however, which I sowed in 1936. They produced some interesting specimens but none rivaling the mother.

Fifty years after M. Chantrier made this hybrid, M. R. Morobe of Gent​brugge obtained from the same cross a superb plant which he named N. x Mme. Robert Morobe. This plant, presented at the meeting of 6 August 1944, was given a Certificate de Merite, first class, with congratulations; a well deserved reward because the hybrid is truly superb and frankly superior to N. x Chantrieri, which in itself is very beautiful. The appearance of the plant is perfect; the numerous leaves, strong but without stiffness, well displayed, are of a beautiful bright brown color above, lustrous and dark brown beneath. At blooming time, the center leaves become scarlet over a diameter of 25 cm. Notable in every respect.

On his part, M. A. Ghyselinck produced a very beautiful hybrid from seeds gathered from N. innocentii var. striatum, probably pollinated by N. fulgens. He gave it the name N. x Francois Spae. Leaves up to 45 cm long, 5-6 cm wide, erect, very open, brilliantly bright green on both surfaces, spotted with deep green and similar to those of N. fulgens from which it gets its toothed margins. The inflorescence is raised somewhat above the center in the manner of var. striatum; the bracteate leaves are of a beautiful, fresh, and rosy color. This is an excellent plant, still available in cultivation.

Nidularium Hybrids

• Nidularium fulgens x N. innocentii presented me with plants that were quite diverse, with leaves that were sometimes brilliantly green, sometimes dull or glaucescent; others had brownish or decidedly brown leaves. In some cases the leaves were violet-brown on the underside, always broad, sometimes with delicate and dense spines like N. innocentii, sometimes with stronger and fewer spines like with N. fulgens. Many were interesting and equal in merit to the parents, but none outclassed N. x Chantrieri or equalled N. x Mme. R. Morobe, which has the same parents.

• Nidularium x Francois Spae, frequently with leaves brownish above, much darker beneath, and with the inflorescence rising a little above the center. The bracteate leaves varied from blush to bright red passing through orange-red, like those of N. innocentii. Some remarkable examples of this cross flowered at the Ecole d'Horticulture de Melle. One had a very large core, bright red, particularly brilliant. I believe, at least so far, that these hybrids of Nidularium are sterile. That was also the case with xN[eolarium] Souvenir de Casimir Morobe and Nidularium x Mme. R. Morobe, mentioned above.

From Mez 1935

Nidularium Chantrieri Ed. Andre in Rev. Hortic. LXVII. (1895) 452, c. tab. 

wird dort als Bastard Nidularium Innocentii x fulgens angegeben; die Blutenform stimmt mit dieser Deutung nicht uberein und weist darauf hin, daB der eine Elter zu Aregelia gehort. Wahrscheinlich war die eine Stammpflanze A. Carolinae; als andere ist Nidularium Inno​centii wahrscheinlich. - Ich kultiviere die Form; sie hat bisher noch nicht gebluht.


Translated by Butcher

Nidularium Innocentii x fulgens is declared there as a hybrid; the form of the flower form does not seem to agree with this interpretation and reminds one that one parent is Aregelia. The one of the parents of the plant is likely A. Carolinae; as the other is likely to be Nidularium Innocentii. - I cultivate this form; it has not yet flowered up to now.
 

